Ch 29

World War II Themes

· Dictators were able to come to power through legal means because they appeared they could get stuff done. The democracies of Europe were appearing impotent and divided. Dictators provided unity and getting stuff done in a govt.

· Totalitarianism gained a strong hold over eastern Europe because that area had been used to monarchial rule almost forever. The uncertainty, ethnic issues, and the Great Depression was the nail in the coffin for the eastern democracies.

· Despite saying they were going to reform the govt, many dictators only wished to preserve the status quo.

· The growth of totalitarianism grew out of the total war economies of WWI. Totalitarianism is more a form of govt than an economic system even if all of a nations resources are at the will of the govt. Hitler had a right leaning system where private property existed while Stalin had a leftist system where there was no private property. (For a more detailed description, see pg 847)

Italian Fascism

· It Italy, fascism under Mussolini was able to grow due to discontent caused by WWI and class tensions. The peasants were dissatisfied with the govt because the govt had promised them reforms for going to war which the govt didn’t deliver on.

· Due to numerous competing political parties: Catholics, socialists, conservatives, and the middle class, the Italian govt was in a deadlock.

· Mussolini was able to use rhetoric to get a small group of property owners and conservatives to become his ‘private army’ known as Black Shirts. (A homage to the Red Shirts of Garibaldi?) The Fascists gained power through the Black Shirts physicaly attacking leaders of the powerful Socialist party.

· When the govt began to break down in 1922 as a result of actions by the black shirts and similar groups, Mussolini rebranded himself as a law and order person. In October to force matters, Mussolini marched on Rome and forced the king Victor Emmanuel III and had the king call on him for help. Mussolini gained one year of dictatorial power.

· Through manipulation of laws, Mussolini allowed the fascists to sieze a number of seats in parliament. Mussolini may have also been responsible for the assassination of the socialist leader Giacomo Matteotti. With that he had no opponents to prevent him from indoctrinating the youth into a fascist ideology.

· Mussolini, despite being radical, was no reformer. Once he had control over the media he was content to let things progress basically the same as they had been.

· Lateran Agreement in 1929 was when Mussolini made the Vatican its own state and would give financial support. In response the pope urged the Italian peasants to support Mussolini.

· Fascist Italy was a ‘nicer’ place to live than Nazi germany, if that term can even be used. Racial laws weren’t passed until 1938 under Nazi pressure and only really persecuted Jews once Nazis seized the country. Between 1926-1944 only around 23 political prisoners were executed. Despite all the militaristic, nationalistic speeches, propaganda, and military parades, Italy never really became totalitarian. Mussolini can sort of be compared to Hitler in that Mussolini would be the kid playing with toy soldiers while Hitler would be the actual general order soldiers killed.

Nazi Fascism

(I still find it ironic that Nazi stands for National Socialism yet Fascism was opposed to socialism.)
· Nazism was characterized by extreme nationalism and was a true totalitarian state that was completely devoted to the leader.

· Hitler picked up a lot of his basic ideas from his time in Vienna, such as the germans being superior and destined to rule Europe.

· Hitler considered WWI to have given his life meaning. As such when Germany was defeated he looked to blame someone and played on anti-semetism. He became far more extremist after joining the Germans Workers Party (anti Jewish, Marxist, democrat) where he used his skills as an orator to whip his audience into a frenzy.

· After Hitlers failed revolt and imprisonment, his views became more extremist but he hid them in his bid for power. The Great Depression allowed Hitler to use his excellent charisma to appeal to the middle class. He also played down his anti-capitalist views and focused on the anti-bolshevik. 

· Hitler rejected free market capitalism and advocated govt involvement. In this he appealed to the middle class with ‘pocketbook logic’. That allowed the Nazis to go from controlling 2.6% of the Reichstag to 38%, the largest party.

· Hitler advocated for a national rebirth through mass, simple, repeatable propaganda as he expressed in Mien Kampf :”the masses are the driving force of the most important changes in the world.”

· Hitler’s use of propaganda and indoctrination gave him a dedicated new generation that he would lead into WWII. Hitlers rise to power has sometimes been credited as being based on a youth movement.

· Hitler was able to sieze near dictatorial power when the President Hindenburg granted his Chancellor pseudo-dictatorial powers to see Germany through the depression. Hitler simply repropriated those powers for himself during Hindenburgs decline.

· In addition, the actions of Bruning (the Chancellor who had pseudo-dictatorial powers) further intensified Germanys economic collapse through his ruthless cutting of govt spending.

· Hitler was able to take advantage of the disunity of the late Weimar Republics political parties to the point that on Jan 30th, 1933 Hindenburg appointed Hitler Chancellor. As a result of a fire at the Reichstag and saying communists did it, Hitler forced the aging Hindenburg to give hitler some dictatorial power. With the passing of the Enabling Act in march, Hitler became a dictator for 4 years. Hitler wasted no time in taking advantage of using that to crush his political opposition. Hitler managed to take control of the govt by appointing his own people in charge. By 1934 the ‘Nazi Germany’ we all know was emerging.

· By 1938 almost 150000 of Germany half a million Jews had fled the country. But after 1938 and the ‘Kristallnacht’ (Night of Broken Glass) anti semetic laws and pogroms became a de facto policy of Nazi Germany.

· Hitler was able to rearm Germany without mass German outcry at militaristic policies because the arms factories were putting people back to work and life in Germany was improving. For those who were not minorities, initially life under Hitler wasn’t bad. There were increased education and governmental job opportunities. However, very little actually changed with regards to social structure.

· Hitler was able to expand Germany because no one challenged him and the European leaders thought that if they gave Hitler what he wanted he would go away. Some leaders might have thought that because of the communist threat, a stronger Germany would be a helpful ally given Hitlers hatred of communists.

· In addition, France and Britain were unable to coordinate their efforts. France would have moved into the Rhineland to stop Hitlers annexation of it, but they did not because they were waiting for Britain and Britain was waiting for France. No one wanted to start another world war.

· Despite their initial distrust of each other, Hitler and Mussolini became allies when their Aggressive policies (Mussolini: Ethiopia, Hitler: Rhineland/Sudetenland)

· Germany and Italy got involved in the Spanish Civil War. The axis supported the Fascist General France while Russia supported the Republic because Stalin hated Fascism (That said, Stalin tried to encourage Soviet-leaning policies that may have split the Republic. In addition he was overly paranoid of anyone discovering his involvement so he gave the republic mainly antique weaponry. When Stalin pulled out in 1938, republican resistance collapsed.).

·  The Spanish Civil War has sometimes been called the ‘WWII trial run’ due to its influence on developing tactics. (IE: Blitzkrieg, air bombings, ect.) Interestingly, American companies supplies the Spanish Republicans. Numerous American and other international brigades fought in the war from as far away as Hungary.

· In 1937 Hitler seized Austria and isolated Czechslovakia. Hitler threatened the local leaders into allowing Nazis into power. The local Nazis promptly surrendered their country to Germany.

· Czechslovakia was sold out by France because France was their ally and Russia was also Czechslovakias ally. France had no wish to create another war so they delibratly did not invite Russia to talks where France abandoned Czechslovakia to the Germans which was annexed in March 1939.

· Hitler ignored the warnings of Britain and France when he tried to use the Polish controlled by German culture city of Danzig as an excuse for war. 

· In August Hitler and Stalin signed a 10 year non-agression pact, so when Hitler invaded Poland on September 1st, Russia soon joined in.

· On September 3rd, Britain and France declared war on Germany in response to the invasion of Poland.

· When one looks at it, it is quite remarkable at how fast things went downhill. In 1934 most of Europe was seeing Hitler as a bit crazy but a decent leader for Germany. By 1939 The world was at war as a result of Hitlers actions.
