Urban Society 
Terms

· Edwin Chadwick was an English reformed who administrated the Poor Laws of 1834 and who was a Benthamite (see below). The Poor Laws were an attempt to aide the paupers (poor people) of Britain. Chadwick felt that disease caused poverty because a sick worker can’t earn money for his family. So Chadwick was in favor of public sanitation because he felt it would help many and be cheaper because it cost less to remove waste through pipes than having to cart it off in carts. After a cholera epidemic in 1846, Britain went on to establish its first public health service in 1848.
· A Benthamite was a follower of the ideas put forth by Jeremy Bentham in that public problems should be approached in a rational way in a utilitarian style. (Greatest good for greatest number).
· Under Louis Napoleon (same person as Napoleon III), baron Georges Haussmann completely remodeled Paris by tearing down old medieval houses and walls to make boulevards, parks, public sanitation, and public transportation. As such, he made Paris into the model of a European city.
· Paris was exceptionally crowded, with 33,000 people living in the central city, a size barely two Central Parks in New York.
· In 1870 the development of the horse-drawn streetcar improved public transportation, but in 1890 the electric streetcar revolutionized it. This allowed cities to spread out, similar to suburban sprawl in the 50’s brought on by cars and highways.
· In the poorest working class, women began working again as maids or workers in a modified ‘putting out system’ that made the majority of cheap goods.
· The idea of ‘separate spheres’ was introduced, or the idea that women should stay home and mind the household and kids while the father should go out and work. This was a byproduct of increased salaries for the men. This also ran contrary to a tradition of the IndRev where women would work in textile mills.
· During this time the areas of thermodynamics, organic chemistry, and electricity experienced numerous innovations such as synthetic dyes, the electric dynamo, and electric motors.
· The science of sociology was basically invented by Auguste Comte (French, 1798-1842) who thought that the application of the ‘positivist method’ (scientific method) to society one could create a perfect society that would allow experts to run society to help those less enlightened. Comte differed from the philosophes in application of scientific method to people in one key respect. The philosophes believed that humans were by default rational by Comte believed that we worked according to natural laws.
· Due to Comtes work, the idea of evolution, or dynamic changes began to be more accepted with Charles Lyell’s work on geology saying it was a slow and continous process and Jean-Baptiste Lamarck saying animals achieved different traits based on the environment they lived in.
· Herbert Spencer, a follower of Comte’s teachings first applied the idea of Darwinism and the ‘survival of the fittest in the struggle for survival’ to society creating the idea of social Darwinism, or that the ones who are rich now came to be rich because they were best able to adapt to the environment.
